The ecological effects of heavy metals or trace elements in soils are closely related to their contents and speciation in the soil. They play a significant role in the metabolic pathways throughout the growth and development of plants when presented in required concentration. In this study the effect of rice husk and coco peat media on the cadmium uptake by chilli plant (Capsicum annuum L) was investigated. The experiment was conducted in complete randomized block design (RBD) comprising of three replications. Various concentrations of Cd were dosed to the media once after one week of transplantation. All the required agricultural practices were applied uniformly until harvesting. Cd accumulation in roots, shoots and fruits were analyzed during vegetative, flowering and maturity stages, using atomic absorption spectrophotometric analysis (AAS). Results showed that both planting media exhibited higher accumulation of Cd in roots and shoots at the vegetative stage. The accumulated amount was found significantly dependent on the Cd dose injected to the media. Consequently, micronutrients contents and plant growth were also affected. The accumulated Cd in fruits was found slightly less in rice husk than coco peat media and above the prescribed safety limits recommended by FAO and WHO. Rice husk has higher impact on the microneutrients absorption than coco peat media. In this study, root length, plant hight, dry weight and fruits showed small differences among growing media.
Introduction
Heavy metals are classified as the most dangerous pollutants that affect living organisms even at low concentrations. They cause many problems to the human body such as problems in the nerve system, kidney and liver damage, cancers of various body organs and low birth weight, depending on the amount consumed [1] .
Cadmium (Cd) is one of the most common and toxic heavy metals in the environment. The main sources of cadmium toxicity are mines, paints, atmospheric deposition and fertilizers [1, 2] . It accumulates in the human body by days. The average amount of Cd that accumulates in the human body at age 50 is approximately 30 mg [3] . High dose of cadmium can lead to the lung diseases, lung cancer, high blood pressure, prostate cancer, heart disease and anemia [3] [4] . 
Material and Methods

Plant, media and fertilizer materials
Seeds of chilli Kulai 568 (Capsicum annuum L.)
were provided from the local market. Rice husk and Coco peat planting media and fertilizers (urea and amino acid) were supplied from the agricultural research station, Relau, Penang, Malaysia.
Experimental
Location and Design of the experiment.
To study the effect of rice husk and coco peat planting media on the accumulation of cadmium in chili plant, a research study was carried out at the above mentioned agriculture research station during the year 2012. The experiment was laid out in randomized block design (RBD) [9].
Cadmium doses
To study the effect of planting media on the uptake of cadmium by chilli plants, plants were 
Statistical analysis.
The experimental data was assessed by one way analysis of variance (ANOVA) using SPSS Package (19) . Thereafter, Kruskal-Wallis test was used to detect differences between treatments for each measured parameter [12] . All values were presented as means (±) standard deviation (S.D.). The significance level was set at P˂ 0.05.
Results and Discussions
In the present study, the effect of rice husk and coco peat planting media on the amount of cadmium that accumulated in three parts of chilli plant, i.e. roots, shoots and fruits at various plant growing stages were investigated.
Accumulation of Cd in chilli roots.
The 
Accumulation of Cd in the chilli shoots.
The concentration of Cd was significantly increased at all plant growth stages in both media (Tables 1 and 2 
Accumulation of Cd ion in chilli fruits.
The data related to chilli fruits is presented in 
Effect of Cd concentration on the uptake of micronutrients in chilli fruits.
The effect of the absorbed Cd on the total amount of micronutrients in chilli fruits has also been investigated. Prior to the media treatment, Cd concentration in both media (blank) was first analyzed. affected the uptake of micronutrients in barley plant. Therefore, even though the total amount of Cd in chilli fruits was still within the safety limit, its presence is highly affected the nutritional value of chilli fruit.
Effect of Cd accumulation on the dry matter weight.
Planting media in known to have large effect on the plant growth characteristics [20, 21] Awotoye, et al. [24] . They studied the effect of heavy metal ions (As, Cd, Pb, Cu and Zn) present in the planting media on roots and shoots dry weight of radish and sunflower plants. 
Effect of
Plant height
Results showed that the plant height was not Peralta et al. [25] documented that increasing Cd concentration in the growing media will reduce the shoot growth of alfalfa plants.
Conclusion
Planting media has a significant effect on the 
